
RANCH AT A GLANCE  
November 2021 

Suggestions, recognitions, buy and sell items welcome.

nancyandrossbarrett@gmail.com


In this month’s newsletter: 
AGM 
Operations  
Ranch Club  
The Barn 
Social Committee 
Housekeeping - garbage, saloon rental and clean, riding arena  
Outside the Gate - meet equine vet Dr. Kim MacKinnon 
Guess Who? 
Did You Know? 
New Arena Surface 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday November 9 

Online - details emailed to residents closer to the AGM date 
Registration 6:30 pm 
AGM starts 7:00 pm 
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OPERATIONS - Grant Kelba


This is a good time of year to contact Doug and Clay, our two maintenance 
gurus and engage their help in getting your home ready for winter. Once 
they are done their regular tasks around the ranch, they can be available to 
get their assistance on tasks too complicated or too difficult to handle. We 
currently charge their time out to you at $50/hour, and they are very good 
and knowledgeable about what it takes to get a home out here ready for 
winter. 
They are at:
office@squarebutteranches.com
403 931 2577

Please reach out to your Operations Manager, Grant Kelba for situations, 
problems or questions about anything in the ranch that should be attended 
to. The quicker we can get on some issues, the cheaper the fix. In most 
cases.
grant@kelbacorp.com
403 681 7831 

We also have a request that can help us all save the ranch some extra 
water services charges. When filling your properties cistern, please only 
trickle fill them and don't wait until they are empty and then fill them to the 
top. Our water well does not recover fast enough for the number of people 
who are currently on site and any water conservation practices should be 
adhered to religiously. When our water plant storage capacity is strained it 
sets off an alarm that alerts the Water Plant contractors, which results in 
significant charges if they have to attend the ranch outside of their regular 
visits.

RANCH CLUB - Kym Penner

On October 8th the Ranch Club met for its monthly meeting. Topics 
included the completion of the arena footing and the barn waterer being 
brought back online. Lori Collins presented to Louis and Maureen earlier in 
the day.  Lori will be putting a request together of items that she will need 



over the winter months to ensure quality care of our equine friends.  The 
Ranch Club also set out dates for future meetings.  All meetings will be held 
on the first Friday of every month.

You may notice some panels inside the pastures.  These panels help to 
ensure that horses who need supplements over the winter can be fed those 
supplements within the panel area leaving staff to go about their duties.  
The panels can also be used if an owner requests staff to pull their horse 
from the herd before the owner comes and collects their horse for the day. 

Kym presented the current Treasurer’s report with the arena now paid for.  
As everyone knows the payment of the arena did use up some of our 
reserves however we are still in great shape to make our monthly 
commitments as well as do a few more upgrades to our facilities.  That 
being said we are looking to raise some funds to replenish our reserves in 
the coming months.  If you would like to donate or have ideas for 
fundraising they would be happily received. 

The next item that will be tackled is putting up a surround on the bottom of 
the round pen.  We are finding that we are losing sand over time and it is 
our hope that creating a safe barrier will help keep the sand where it should 
be and thus reduce our ongoing cost of sand.

We will also look at cleaning up and revamping the owners’ tack room.  
With more owners now active at the ranch we need to better assess the 
layout of the tack room and identify tack that may not be in use any longer.

Over the next month you will start to notice some herds joining up and Lori 
preparing for the winter months.  Grass and the weather will be watched 
closely over the next while to determine when horses are out of grass in 
their current pastures which then will prompt moves into the winter pastures 
and the feeding of hay to commence. 

The feeding of hay is determined by many factors.  Less hay is fed to those 
out in the west pasture as there is more forage, however, the quality of 
forage is low so feeding is determined by the temperature and snow 
coverage in any given year.  In the forward fields we have a herd that 



requires free hay so those bales will be rolled out and then another herd 
that will once again see round bale feeders set out.

The Ranch Club also wishes to extend their gratitude to Lori in the 
recent “ break in” in the west pasture by a few pairs of cows 
coming in from the Kananaskis lease. On Sunday October 10th an 
owner in the community let the office and Lori know there were 
some calves in the west pasture and he provided the attached 
picture.  Lori, on her day off, reached out to the leaser of the land 
to let him know.  Then when she came into work on Monday Lori 
brought in her horse and helped round up the cattle and pushed 
them back onto the leased land.  Lori is constantly going above 
and beyond for our community and we wanted to give her a shout 
out for her prompt action with the cows.  Maybe we can look 
forward to a cow herding demonstration next summer.

In staying on the “kudos” train… The Ranch Club wishes to call out the 
great work that Louis Delesalle has done since joining the Ranch Club.  He 
has taken on the projects that have been outstanding for a few years with 
vigour and got them completed.  His attention to detail in the arena, and 
working together with his wife Lori Young, to add moisture to encourage 
some compaction goes above and beyond what we expected and we are 
truly grateful.  Just after the first snowfall Louis could be found down at the 
arena grooming it. We are happy we could provide some activity for Louis 
during his retirement beyond golf ;)  also… if anyone is looking for 
homemade White Chocolate Blueberry scones… Louis is your man!! 

Also in Housekeeping:
There is a corner of the arena designated for arena equipment including 
the mounting block. Every time we leave behind our cones, poles etc. in the 
arena the grooming duo has to move it all in order to harrow. Plus the next 
riders may not want someone else’s props in their way. Also we should 
pick up our own horse poop. Let’s all work together to look after this 
special and well-used space.



THE BARN - Lori Cloakey-Collins

The Farrier will be out Nov 2nd @ 9:00 AM. So the barn will be busy and 
the gym will be closed until the appointment is over. 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE - Patricia Kelcher Submission below from 
Ada Morgan

Social Committee

We enjoyed our first group hike/walk on Sun., Oct. 3.  Nine walkers, plus  4 canine companions, 
decided to take advantage of our prime location, and we traversed the west pasture on our way to the 
trails in K-Country.  It turned into a 3 hour walk on a beautiful fall day; it does not get much better than
that!  The Social Committee has scheduled a group walk/hike every two weeks over the coming 
months, so we invite all interested walkers to join us.

Our first games night in the saloon on Fri., Oct. 8 had limited attendance, which we attributed to the 
fact that it was the Thanksgiving long week-end.  We will try again on Fri., Nov. 12.

The events schedule for the next few months was presented in the October newsletter, so it will not be 
repeated in this month’s newsletter.  We do want to remind you of two special events – a German 
Christmas decorations work bee on Sat., Nov. 6 and our annual Christmas tree and saloon decorating 
work bee on Sat., Nov. 20.  

As always, these events will follow whatever COVID guidelines are in effect at the time.    



HOUSEKEEPING

Garbage area:
If the first bin is full please take a step to the right for the next bin. Leaving 
an over full bin with the lid partially open invites hungry birds and bears. 
The result is ripped open bags, garbage strewn about and lots of bird poop. 
Clay and Doug have the pleasure of cleaning this.  Their time!  Our money!



Saloon rental:
Please book all private rentals of the saloon with Renaissance. 
admin@renaissancemanagement.com

Saloon cleanup:
Thursday October 14 there was a private gathering in the saloon. Food for 
the party was in the saloon cooler several days beforehand so this was 
planned. It was not booked with Renaissance. The party included hot dogs, 
chips and beer. The saloon was left with chips all over the floor and empty 
beer bottles on tables. Clay cleaned this Friday morning. 
His time!  Our money!

Riding Arena
Did you know that Louis Delesalle and Lori Young volunteer their time to 
frequently groom the new surface in the outdoor arena?  There is a corner 
of the arena designated for arena equipment including the mounting block. 
Every time we leave behind our cones, poles etc. in the arena the grooming 
duo has to move it all in order to harrow. Plus the next riders may not want 
someone else’s props in their way. Also we should pick up our own 
horse poop. Let’s all work together to look after this special and well-used 
space.

OUTSIDE THE GATE 
Meet veterinarian Dr. Kim MacKinnon who helps to take care 
of our equine friends 

I have wanted to become an equine veterinarian since I became involved 
with horses in high school. I did my undergraduate degree at Saint Mary's 
University in Halifax, N.S., where I completed a BSc. degree in Biology. 
Following this, I completed veterinary school at the Atlantic Veterinary 
College in Charlottetown, PEI. I grew up in Atlantic Canada, and call Nova 
Scotia 'home'. My equine riding background is in the jumper ring, however 
most recently, I have enjoyed trying my hand at playing polo. Like many 
fellow 'East Coasters' in the equine industry, I moved West for a terrific job 



opportunity approximately three years ago, and traded the ocean for 
mountains. I love living on the West Coast, and the phenomenal hiking that 
comes with living in this area. 

I have been working at TD Equine Veterinary Group since moving to 
Calgary and genuinely feel l I have the best job in the world. On the day-to-
day, as an ambulatory equine veterinarian, I have the privilege of travelling 
from farm to farm to treat horses of a variety of ages, disciplines and 
backgrounds. As a 'first opinion' veterinarian, we see horses with a plethora 
of ailments including lameness issues, eye conditions, skin conditions, 
routine dental exams/wellness exams, as well as more emergent problems, 
like colic and lacerations. No two days are the same, and the variety of 
work we do makes each day an adventure!  

It is challenging for me to nail down one 'passion' in veterinary medicine, 
because the well rounded nature of our work is what I love most about the 
job. My 'special interests' however, include geriatric care, dentistry and 
sports medicine/lameness. Recently, I have become certified in equine 
acupuncture, which has been a great addition to my practice in expanding 
the 'toolbox' of treatments we are able to offer our patients, in conjunction 
with conventional 'Western' medicine. The most rewarding part of my job is 
to help horses in emergency situations, and see them turn around with a 
positive clinical outcome. I also find great satisfaction in helping to restore 
soundness to lame horses, to allow them to do the job they are asked, or 
required to do. Seeing horses comfortable, and happy is the name of the 
game! We have so many treatments and diagnostic/ imaging modalities 
available to us in 2021 to diagnose problems that may have once gone 
'unnoticed' or 'undiagnosed'. New peer-reviewed literature is constantly 
being released to help guide therapy and better describe new and existing 
conditions. Staying current with literature is critically important in providing 
the most 'up to date' and 'gold standard' care for our patients.  

The most challenging part of practice is a tough one to answer. 
Unfortunately, there are tough cases that come along every so often, where 
horses have been diagnosed with terrible or complicated conditions, that 
are not always possible to treat. Dealing with progressive chronic 
conditions is also challenging, as they can take an exhausting toll on owner 
and horse alike.  

 



GUESS WHO? 

Bragging rights to Sandy Brietzke for 1st best guess at last month’s photo 
(Nancy Barrett). Honourable mention to Ada and David Morgan for their 
Sherlock study of the photo - date and length of legs!   



This month asks you to guess the names of TWO people in the photo.  
Please send your answer to nancyandrossbarrett@gmail.com. Looking for 
more photos…. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

Native occupation of the foothills region south and west of Calgary 
goes back over 10,000 years. Early types of spear points have been 
found in the valleys around Turner Valley.  Discovered animal bones 
suggest the area was used for seasonal hunting.   

Every community had a book explaining the history of the area before 
certain dates.  One such treasure is “Our Foothills” covering the 
1880s to 1940s. The following direct references to “Our Foothills” are 
in quotation marks. Other resources are the Southern Pioneers and 
Their Descendants website.   

Square Butte and area are Treaty 7 Lands of the Blackfoot 
Confederacy (Siksika, Pikanai, Kanai) as well as Stoney-Nakoda and 
Tsuut’ina  (Sarcee) Nations. The treaty was signed at Blackfoot 
Crossing 1877 in region 3 Métis Nation of Alberta.  

“Before there were any settlers in the Millarville Kew districts the 
Stoney had a trail along the foothills from their home near the Bow 
River to their hunting grounds in the Sheep and Highwood River 
country and on further south. This trail was over the most 
treacherous ground, particularly between Bragg Creek and Kew.  The 
muskeg was enough to bog a snipe, but the Stoneys knew when to 
stay on the ridges and where to cross the valleys, so the trail was a 
very wandering one.” 

………to be continued in the December newsletter ………….. 
            



PHOTOS OF ENJOYMENT ON THE NEW ARENA SURFACE 
 

 



 



         


