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Photos enhance the newsletter and tell our 
community story.! If you prefer your photo not 

appear please notify 
nancyandrossbarrett@gmail.com
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NEW BOARD MEMBER
Please welcome LORI YOUNG - !new member of 

the Board.

Taken from the December Condo Board minutes:

“At the previous board meeting the board 

approved the appointment of Lori Young, to 

replace Nancy Barrett who resigned, pursuant to 

by-laws 11 and 20 provided she was willing to 

stand. Lori Young was approached, based on her 

previously expressed interest, and agreed to fill 

the vacancy.”

“Additionally, the board suggested to Lori that she 



review the Board Committees to determine areas of interest and to 

consider acting as a liaison with the townhouse residents.” 

Lori will help to develop our Emergency Response Plan. Important so 

thanks, Lori.

OPERATIONS - Grant Kelba


The good news is that we have hardly been snowed in this winter. And that is 
also the not-so-good news as snow keeps our ground covered and ensures us 
of good spring and summer growth. But wait, winter is not done with us yet 
and this is Alberta, so who knows what is in store for us as the days get 
longer. 
  
Work on the Saloon repairs should be starting any day now. (if it has not 
already started by the time you see this) The County was great in expediting 
the permitting process and we are working hard now to get it up and running 
again. 
  
We are also looking into ways to turn all those downed trees into an asset by 
meeting with logging contractors and other trades who could offer some 
assistance. Proposals, quotes and ideas have been forwarded to the Board 
who have been discussing the merits of the various proposals. 
  
When spring does finally arrive (sometime in June) you will notice freshly painted 
picnic tables and other upgrades to the common areas and fixtures that have been 
our focus over these long cold months. Our Ranch Beautification plan is a constant 
work in progress and if there is anything that you think should be taken on, let us 
know so we can get on it with great gusto. 
  
Our Ranch equipment has been lovingly maintained over the winter by Clay and 
Doug who have everything humming along. (I hope by saying this I’m not going to 
jinx anything) 

  



 

  

CONGRATULATIONS goes out to all of you. 
Our ranch water consumption is down and our well and water plant have 
been able to keep up to demand. Long term solutions are being considered 
and again the Board will have some recommendations in hand in the coming 
months. 
  
Special thanks to Steve Banszky for his work on putting together a killer 
water allocation spreadsheet that allows us to monitor every facet of our 
water system. And for his individual work with residents helping them to 
discover where improvements could be made within their personal 
residences. 
  
Finally, the best news of all is that your Square Butte Board were successful 
when they applied for a grant to Foothills County for new water meters for 
residents and for the water plant. Since some of our water meters are older 
than the 10 year life span of water meters, and the water plant needed 
upgraded meters due to volume, it became imperative to upgrade these 
meters. 

By winning this grant application, SBR qualified for around 
$32,000 in meters that will be arriving over the next few 
months. This is a huge win for the ranch and our water meter 
monitoring. Bravo Board! 

Got an issue that we should be taking care of? Bring it forward 
and we will respond within hours. 



RANCH CLUB - Kym Penner 
Horse Owners: Do you have your AEF membership up to date?  Alberta 
Equestrian Federation offers automatic insurance for you and your 
family and offers many add ons for optional insurance including but not 
limited to Tack Coverage, Equine Emergency Life Saving Surgery, and 
even Equine Accidental Death. We encourage ALL horse owners to 
have their AEF up to date. For more information please visit 
www.albertaequestrian.com.  If you send your membership number to 
Lori she can update your horse's information sheets at the Barn as well.

Spring is coming and the Ranch Club together with Lori are starting to 
set their thoughts on making the 2022 Summer one of the best ever!  
We are brainstorming some activities that can include everyone on the 
ranch, horse owner or not, with demonstrations on cow roping, sorting, 
and dressage, maybe a Cowboy Challenge day: team a Dog and horse 
together for a timed event through the Cowboy Challenge.. .   For horse 
owners specifically - an Hours in the Saddle contest, an Hours Walking 
with Your Horse contest - Of course with prizes ;). A ride over to the 
Mesa butte Campground for an overnight.  We want to see more people 
Riding, Walking, Hiking, Biking Riding and enjoying this beautiful place 
we are in.  So if there is something the Ranch Club can do to support 
you in your activity please reach out!  And if you have anything you 
would like to learn about or experience on horseback or even basic 
handling of horses please contact us at 
ranchclub@squarebutteranches.com

 



Happy Almost SPRING TIME!!!!!!!!!  From Lori at the barn….

Thoughts are moving to Spring and looking after our pastures. In the past 

years we have only used one or two pastures up front in the Winter. This 

meant that some horses could simply be moved to an open pasture upfront 

in the Spring allowing the Grass to grow in the other pastures. 

This year we have had 2 Challenges..

The first is that we used all 3 of the big forward pastures all winter due to 

the fences being down in the West Pasture after the horrific big wind storm 

in December. The second is that we have separated the Mares and 

Geldings, which is a HUGE benefit to many of the Geldings(some of them 

are girl crazy).

Specifically however, it does provide a challenge when we want to continue 

with the Mare/Gelding split and the number of large pastures that we have. 

We have come up with a plan out in the West Pasture for both herds, !with 

the use of Electric Fencing and natural barriers the herds will be able to 

remain completely separate. It does mean that those owners with horses in 

the Mare/Gelding herds will have to go a little further to get your horses, but 

the benefit is first and foremost I can get in and take the time to Harrow the 

front pastures as soon as the ground allows. Which will promote new 

Spring Growth in those pastures so we can again have the herds in there 

for the summer months.

The second benefit is that once we move the herds into their spots back 

there the cost of feeding will go down.

There is some good forage back there, not really the most nutrient dense 

forage but the added forage will for sure reduce the amount of hay that the 

horses are eating in their current Winter pastures.The herd that you see 

daily when coming or going at the main gate pasture will be staying up 

front. This is because that is our Old Timer herd, who need a little more 

attention and care. And this way we can keep a closer eye on them.

They will be moving over to the Pond Pasture when it's time to let the land 

rest and grow. And then going back to the Gate Pasture when it's time.

Please know that we will be putting up holding/feeding pens once again out 

West. So if you would like to go riding or just need us to get your horse for 

you, there will be a safe place to leave them waiting for you.

Dreaming of Spring…….Lori







Introduction:

The Common Redpoll (a species of bird in the finch family) is often 

referred to as the not- so Common Redpoll. !Some winters my bird

feeder in Calgary would have Redpolls and then the next winter they 

would not visit. !Last winter, our first winter living at Square Butte, we 

did not have any Redpoll visitors. !What I learned is that we are likely 

to see Redpolls in an irruption year; a year when food sources such as 

catkins and cone crops are hard to come by on these birds’ normal 

wintering grounds. I was inspired to share information with you about 

Redpolls when they made a grand entrance at our bird feeder about 3 

weeks ago in a flock of more than 50 birds. !Other SB neighbours 

have mentioned that they have Redpolls this winter!and I am glad that 

these little birds are making the rounds as they would have eaten us 

out of house and home if they hadn’t disbursed around the 

neighbourhood. !They are still visiting and have not moved on yet 

which is just fine by us.

Appearance/Colour Pattern:

Common Redpolls are brown and white birds with heavily streaked 

sides. Look for a small red forehead patch, black feathering around a 

yellow bill, and two white wingbars. Males have a pale red vest on the 

chest and upper flanks.

Behaviour:

Redpolls travel in flocks of up to several hundred individuals. They 

move frenetically, foraging on seeds in weedy fields or small trees one 

minute and swirling away in a mass of chattering birds the next. Their 

buzzy!zap!and rising!dreeee!calls are distinctive. Redpolls eat up to 

42% of their body mass every day.

Range/Habitat:

Look for Common Redpolls in far northern habitats up to about 5,000 

feet. !They live in open woods (pine, spruce, alder, birch and willow). 

In locations where there are no trees, such areas of tundra, they will 

find hollows and sheltered areas where deciduous shrubs and conifers 

can gain a foothold. !When they move south in the winter, their range 

can be quite variable, depending upon food sources.

BIRDERS CORNER - submitted by Yvonne Gaudet



Source of Information and Picture -!The Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology!



GUESS WHO?



Submitted by Maureen Heffring 

A pair of Merlin Falcons have been seen at the ranch. When they fly they 

soar like rockets!



DID YOU KNOW?

Square Butte is located on the Treaty 7 Lands of the Blackfoot 
Confederacy and the Metis Nation, Region 3.
—————————————————————————

Let’s learn more about MRAS
Millarville Racing & Agricultural Society, 2019

Permission granted to reproduce 

The Millarville Racing & Agricultural Society has been in 

existence for more than one hundred years, its origins older 

than the province of Alberta itself.

As the years and generations have come and gone, the social and 

economic development of both the MRAS and our surrounding community 

have remained intertwined through a shared history as well as programs 

and services built from the grassroots out.

Our non-profit Society has flourished and grown through the last century 

because we have always taken pride in providing programs and facilities 

for the young people in our community, many of whom have parents, 

grandparents and great-grandparents who had served faithfully as 

members and volunteers in earlier eras, setting an example for the next 

generation to follow.

We rely on more than 600 members and over 400 volunteers to ensure that 

tradition of giving back to the community preserves our three large 

historical events, the Races, the Fair and the Heritage Rodeo while the 

Chuckwagon & Chariot Races, summer Millarville Farmers’ Market and the 



Millarville Christmas Market in November are also important platforms in 

preserving our agricultural heritage.

As a Society, we know we have much to do if we hope to remain relevant in 

our community into the next century, particularly while continuing to 

embrace the traditions and values of our Founders.

The facilities at MRAS have grown to become important focal points for 

community user groups but continue to bear the weight of more than 

100,000 people who pass through our gates and use our facilities in a 

typical year.

We will be looking to upgrade our facilities and programming on a continual 

bases to meet our bold vision but will need the same spirit of commitment 

and cooperation we saw in the opening moments of our creation, when the 

newly formed Race Club bought the first land in 1905, when the Fair was 

formed in 1907 and when it all came together as the new MRAS with the 

Hall Association in 1951.

We urge you to come out and participate as a member or a volunteer or to 

simply have fun at our Markets and Events as we move forward into the 

next century.

————————————————————————————————

In the archives of the Glenbow Foundation, a complete record can be 

found of the first meeting of the Millarville Race Club, dated May 1905. 

Three young fellows all had saddle horses of great renown and this 

would be the means by which they could settle who had the best 

horse flesh. Three weeks later they had a program in place and the 

first Millarville Race Meet was held on the 3rd of June 1905.

July 2022 marks the 113th Millarville 
Races. 



Another proud landmark event commenced two years later in 1907 

with the introduction of the Priddis & Millarville Fair. In 1986 this 

unique one-day Fair was awarded the Canadian Association of 

Exhibition’s “Best Local Fair of the Year.” Every August we welcome 

over 6000 guests to our grounds and 2022 will be no exception when 

we celebrate 113 years of bringing our community together.

The Races and the Fair paved the way for the creation of five 

additional events hosted by MRAS:

• Millarville “Run to the Farmers’ Market “ Half Marathon
• Millarville Farmers’ Market
• Millarville Chuckwagons, Chariots & Bulls under the lights
• Millarville Christmas Market
• Millarville Golf Tournament

•
For over a century the Millarville 
Racetrack & Agricultural Society has 
focused on bringing our community 
together through agriculture, education, 
activities, and events. 

Our success lies with the generations of volunteers who dedicated 

themselves to this facility since 1905.

In 2014 the Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development implemented a 

new recognition program for agricultural societies that have been 

incorporated for 100 years or more. In 2015, MRAS proudly accepted 

this award of distinction at the Alberta Association of Agricultural 

Societies (AAAS) annual convention in Edmonton, and in 2019 were 

nominated for The Chamber of Commerce Business of Distinction 

award for Community Event. In 2020, the MRAS were the recipients of 

the Government of Alberta’s Innovation Award for our fundraising 



initiatives and strong ability to adapt our events through success 

throughout the pandemic.

This short account cannot capture the proud heritage and community 
spirit MRAS has provided to generations of families in Southern 

Alberta. We invite you to visit us and experience Western Hospitality 

at its finest.




